	PRIVATE
Benchmark

14.1
	Making a Plan for Writing That Includes 
a Central Topic and at Least Two Related Ideas


	PRIVATE

In a future benchmark lesson (14.5), you will be asked to write a short paragraph about something from your personal experience. In this lesson, you will be given some guidelines for getting ready to write that paragraph.

First, you will need to narrow your topic so that you will write about one specific thing from your personal experience. You may choose to write about an old friend, your family, or a favorite childhood memory. The list is endless, so the first thing you must do is decide upon a specific topic. 

On a clean piece of paper, list some ideas for your paragraph. Beside each idea, list at least two related ideas or supporting details about your topic. Here is a sample idea list that was prepared by a student named Ann: 

	PRIVATE

Topics for My Paragraph
1. my friend Susie - always makes me laugh, looks like me

2. singers I've seen in person - Carl Thomas, Backstreet Boys, Shaggy-- all outdoor concerts, all free 

3. happy memories - going to grandma's house, beautiful flowers, freshly-baked bread, great fried chicken, trips to Tennessee, chocolate candy, big hugs and kisses! 

	The first idea does not seem to have two related ideas. It wouldbe hard to combine the two thoughts, that Susie always makesAnn laugh and that she looks like Ann, into one smooth paragraph.

The second idea has a couple of related thoughts. Ann could list the singers she has seen and point out that the concerts were outdoors and free, but that would not make an interesting paragraph. 
The third idea offers some good ideas for Ann's paragraph. Writing "happy memories" triggered some very specific, emotional memories of Ann's visits to her grandmother's house. She should not have any trouble writing about the happy memories at her grandmother's house. 

Your assignment is to choose a topic from your personal experience and write a complete sentence (topic sentence) about it.  Make sure your topic sentence is a general statement. Then list at least two related ideas or supporting details. E-mail this assignment to your teacher. If you have trouble thinking of a topic, you may use one of these: 

· The Problems of Being a Parent 

· Relaxation Techniques 

· Reasons to Stay in School 

· My Favorite Kind of Movie (or book, TV show, music, etc.) 


Benchmark
14.2
Drafting and Revising Simple Writings
That Express Ideas Clearly
In the previous benchmark lesson (14.1), you were asked to choose a topic about something from your personal experience. You were then prompted to write a topic sentence about your personal experience and list at least two related ideas or supporting details.

Using your topic sentence as the basis of a paragraph, your assignment is to finish a short paragraph about your topic. Write two or more additional sentences using the related ideas or supporting details. When you are finished, read your paragraph. Do your sentences flow together smoothly? Did you state your ideas clearly?

E-mail the paragraph to your teacher. Your teacher will send you back some suggestions for revising the paragraph. Revising paragraphs is a natural part of the writing process. Do not be concerned if you are asked to make a lot of changes. You should then revise your paragraph according to your teacher's suggestions and send it back.

Revised Paragraph: 
